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EVEtflNfr MEETiWaa. 

WTLDH ESI>j?l Y, IHlCE&rBER Sflth. 1JH6L 

Mr. M. Ijljmo worth Dam its I?." the Chair, 

THE (nkliites of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

1 he election of 3-T. Milan M. Tan l Popov itch, 

and Mr S Eshii as member-': of the Society and the enrol- 
ment of the Stretford Urban District Council tied the 
American Academy in Jtcnne a-; subscribers was announced. 

The death in action of Cape. T. 3, W. Wilson, the death 
of Mr, David Howard, uiid the resignation of M i C. K, 
Coleridge were aiso announced. 

Mr. f. EvOvett gave some not^ on “'The Folklore of 
London," and delivered a lecture on Hh ^. Tojr Museum for 
Children," which was illustrated by antern slides, In the 
discussion which followed, Miss Cauiiani, Dr. Hoyle, Mrs* 
Seureaby Routliedge, and tin* Cliainhan took uart- 

The meeting terminated with a hearty voLe of thanks to 
Mr. Lovett for his lecture, 
vot, jtxvitl. 
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Mimifi'S of Moelings. 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17th, 1917. 

T r-nr President (Dr. R_ R. Marett) in the Chair, 

The minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The death of Sir E. R. Tylor, a Vice-President of t be 
Socifttj and one of its original ineinhera, w™ ;i« lkkuo ced, 
Mr. 3, Tii hi i read a. paper on " The Life of the Mountain 
People in Formosa.," which was profusely Illustrated by 
lantern si ides, in the discussion wh-ch followed, the 
Chairmant Miss Broadwcod, Mr Anderson. Mra. Lake, 
Mrs. Secresby Routlcdgc. and His Honour J, S, Udal 
took part. 

fiic mooting terminated wish a. hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr Ishii for iiis paper. 



TKiaTY-NIHIH ANNUAL MEETING. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY STtfct, Ifl7. 

Th>; President R. K, Marett) in tile Ciiaer. 

TilE minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The report of the Council, with the Cash Account and 
BaJaEict: Sheet for the ye At I^iG, duly audited, and the 
Report of the Brand Committee, were presented to the 
meeting, and, on die motion of Dr. Caster, seconded by 
His Honour J. $. Udal, it was resclved that the same be 
received and sdupLed. 

The following were duly elected to hold office for the 
ensuing year, vis. r 

As Pn 'sidmt — R. 15. , Marett, M.A., D.Sc. 

As Vizf-l y rr*iihKts — The If oil J. Abcrcromby j Sir E r W. 
Brahrook, C-li, i Miss Charlotte 3. Eurne, Edward Clodd ; 
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W. Cioekc, R.A. ; Sir J, i. ; rarer,. D.C.L., LL.it, \ M. 
Gaatcr, Ph.D, . A, C, fcTaddmi, D-St, F E, S. Hart- 

land, FtSkA.; W, H. D. Rous‘d, Litt.D. ; The Rev. Professor 
A H. Saycc, LL/D., mid A. R. Wright, F.S A. 

Ad j Wtiritwf i \j — Mis, M. INI. JJnnks ; G. R. 

Cardiie-j M. LongWflrth Dairies; Lidy Gcimmc; P, J. 
Heather; W. L, IfiJdbiirgh, M.A,. r’h.D. \ T, C- Hudson ; 
Mi.T .3 Eleanor Hull . K. Lovett ; A- 1 -. Major; W. H. R. 
Rivers. M.D, l'R.S. E H. V, R au tb ■ C G.Sdigman, M.D, ; 
C. J. TalKir ; His Honour J. S. Urlal. F\S,A. ; K, \Yc.$Jef 
marek, Fh.D,; H. B. Wheatley, F. 5 .A., D.C.L, and Sir 
B. C. A. Win rile, F.R.S, 

As Hon. T rfirsj nfer — Ed ward Ciodcl. 

As H vu. A miinu - - C. J . T ahor, 

As Editor of Fvlk-Lvvs — W. Ctwke, RA. 

The Chairman dr-N wed tiis Presidential Aflflr^s, entitled 
"ThE Psychology of Cu- P it*;- C ontact," far which a vote ot 
thanks ;:|yved by Dr. Gastcr and seconded by Dr. Wester- 
rtl* r;h h w4& carried hi' acclamation. 




THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE COUNCIL, 



Tj-liZ Council art glad to be able to- State Ills.!, notwith- 
standing she e&rvtfouailM of tli-H Whr, rir> leas than nineteen 
nt-w m cm hers and. four nev, subscribers have been -i sided to 
tilt roll of the Society' dndug tlie past year. Of the 
sixteen members who have resigned. si.c accepted tlir 
Councils offer to- itlam i ieir names upoi llii roll, and 
to forward them The quarterly parts of Felk-Lorf x in the 
hope that they may bn 1 able to resum-s »2adr subscriptions 
tilts year ; Arid if is possible that same of them may with- 
draw their resignations. 

Tils' total |iiiLHibar of EnambEJS and subscribers upon the 
roll ^including tliose in belligerent countries) now stands at 
419, as against 418=1 yeAi ago, but unfortunately, a larger 
number of sqbaeriptiuns is in arrear. 

The amount received ill Subscriptions during the year 
1916 amounted to 4 *- comps red with 

£y <£3 ! 3 s. -Cd. in IQS 5. &o that there has been a further 
shrinkage of some £1%. However, in the circumstances, 
the Society' i* 10 be congratulated on the soundness of Lts 
financial position. 

It ls with the deepest regret that the Council have to 
reeotd the deaths of two of the original member? of the 
Society, vis. Sir Laurence Gocnmr, who was so largely 
instrumental tn its formation, and to whom its records nre 
indebted for many Valuable communications, and £. P, 
TyJuor, who was one of its most distinguished Ornaments. 
The Society baa also lost through death Mr. David 




Slnnn&t Report of i/ie CoimeiP g 

Howard, another of its cide-st members, and MIh M, 
RonEfc Ccuc r to Spjjxnn It ia Indebted for the collection of 
CimUnttn variants publlshadfn 18921 flrtsile three members 
— Lieut, nil lot L H. Crooke. Captain T. [. W Wilson, a 
at Lepton, ^nd L" .*-pt .l 1 ia E-t. C- Goulds hury, who v.'as 
stationed in Northern Rhodesia-— have fa Elen in action, 
Meetings oi the Society have been held as follows, VI 3 i. 

i yiA JtZttHiifjr, “■ lUahinogian I. 1 " ricfcoLT J-osef BjulHs. 
l6f& Ft6rii&y. {Annuil UeulinjjJ Pr^iiSontld .Vtordf ; “ ?Jindnve 

VslUtH." Ut. Rr it- Mruai, 

] 5 / A Ifiimk. * 1 Snmu OiaractcriHlini (f Irktl PcEktotf*- 11 Min Slwurty 1 Ecsi. 
litit dj'riJi Jl Masts jiEd Or i|r in, of Lhf G’«V DtftVp-- Eh. F- It 
LJ/d , 1 /rp-, ■' Mngieal L'wa oFFJii;- !r Min ELufciLTan. 

!t tf/niri, L> T 1 ne F-rtilrwe d( Siikeapfire. 4 ' Dr '‘Vti-raiJCj'. 

“Examples rrf Ftfli ■ J4 Linsary from StafTordshire.' 1 Mr. S. Aj H, 
Ugine. 

ijrrt . LL Ball R;riHr\g urd 3WI Kiitlfia- 1 Mr- Wi ■ Cso&fct, " 

m!. DntmAer ' 1 .Nuic* on r'hit FiilLbre Df l^ondan " r.nrl 1 A Tor -'l'-seai: 
Frif Cl: Iflrer, " y! !ii.i^j:«.v| tj 3r.nl.urn T.llrJrsJ, Hr. 1 . I.avrir. 

L>ir. Tevona 1 paper on the origin of the Greek drama 
was followed by a very interesting discussion, in which 
iMtOflg Others, Dr. Seligman, Sir J G, Fraaer, and Dr- Cook 
took parti and at the meeting; in June an animated dis- 
cussion on the credibility of traditional legends, augsesied 
by Mr. Burners paper, was opened by Mr, L. S. llartland. 

It is a matter for regret that no Objects of folklore 
inter rat were shown At aoy of the meeting. It Is hoped 
that members or friends possessing any such objects will 
exhibit, them, even if only informally. 

Most Of the meetings were well attended , those In 
April, May and Jur.e being particularly so. Owing to the 
Stringency of the lighting regulation*, the meeting? were 
held as in ipts at 5 p.m , instead of E p.m. 

Several additions have been made to the? Society's Library 
during tlm year, particular of which have been didy noted 
in Faik-Lv * re 

The Fresideis: (lv]io presided over Section H. \ Ur, Hadrian, 
Dr, Rivera* [Jr. Seligman, Mi a. Score sby Rc>Utled«c r Miss 
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Freire- IMarrecQ und otli-s-rs represented the Society at the 
meeting of the British Association in September 

Tits tiveflEy-eevei'ith volume Of Fptk-Larr tins been issued 
during the year. Owing to the increased eo-.: of paper and 
iabeur, the Council have- found it necessary to J i met the size 
of the volume and to dispense with illustrations ns far ns 
possible. Nevertheless* they believe that it will be found 
to maintain its usual high standard of excellence, A deep 
debt 0^ gratitude is due to Mr. Crookc for the work ho has 
bestowed upon :t, notwithstanding Ms recent bereavements. 
The Council ate glad to have his assurance that he will 
continue to act as hlij'lot dirriii£j the coming year. 

h] tine uncertain state of affairs due to the continuance 
of the war, the Council have been unable to come to 
any de-ririon as* to the issue of an additional volume for 
either of the years [915 or IQtd. They Jvave recently had 
offered to them for publication a collection of folic tales 
of Fofmosa nrude by Mr. S, him, who lias spent fifteen 
yeans ill tlie island since hs apfpiirition by Japan. This 
•offer they have accepted provisionally. They have not 
yul decided for which year :'M folk-tales should be issued 
as au additional volume. 

fie work of the Brand Committee is making progress, 
though not such rapid progress as tuuld be wished, owing 
to tfm increasing scarcity of voluntary work-era Addi- 
tional paid labour will, therefore, be necessary ff the work 
is to be completed within a reasonable period. The Council 
are fully alive to the importance of the work, which they 
feel ought to have 1 very prominent place in the activities 
oE tire Society. Miss Buire'a service J 3$ Secretary to the 
Committee have been invaluable. The Council, .m behalf 
of the Society, tender her and her co-workers their heartiest 
than ks. 

The Sales c-l the Society's publications have unfortunately 
fallen off during the year, but that was inevitable ill view 
of the war. The relations of the Courier! with Messrs. 
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Sidgtvfcli St Jackson, the Society's publishers, continue to 
be snost satisfactory. 

The Council desire once again to call attention to the 
fact thai ;i considerable part of the salvage stock remains 
unsold. Tilt volumes have hnosll rebound and are in very 
fair c audition, The price is 4,1s. per volume, carriage paid, 
witli all faults. Ilf. C, J. Tabor. The VViiile House, Knotts 
Green, Leyton. will he very gbui u> hear from prospective 
pnrctiastrs. 

The Cash Account and Balance Slieei for the- year are 
submitted licncyidtli. 

R. R. MaULTT, 
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REPORT Of THE COMMITTEE GM BRAND’S 
POPULAR ANTIQUITIES 

{New ELqiTIOm, 



XltF. Brand Committee have ttilicK pleasure in drawing the 
attention of tlie Council, and through them of the Society 
at large, to Hie new stage of the work which has heeti reached 
during the past year. A ClaSfeified Catalogue Df the matter 
cy ]li?ctL(l has been put in hand, and the portion relating 
to the Movable Feasts— that i& tri a&y, to the lunar months 
from Shrovetide to Whitsuntide — has already appeared in 
Ffilk-Lo re. They feel assured Hint it \viH repay study, and 
will be sound Tu throw nw.y interesting sidelights on dun 
wny in which rc%im£*, eccn mine, afld social interests were 
intertwined in the 'Ives of O'Ji 1 forefathers- Further EilStal- 
mt]S t3 dealing with the Solar Year, and beginning with the 
peculiarly interesting month of November, are in prepara- 
tion. The Committee; hope that members who notice a ay 
mistakes or omissions, either of customs or of localities* will 
no: fail to communicate With them dr with the Secretary 
at once* with a view to getting 1 the error corrected. 

The additional materia' collected during the year baa 
been less chill That of past years, partly awing to public 
and private hindrances to workers, hut also to the fact that 
practically all published works mainly concerned with 
R/itish folklore have now been dealt With. The year's 
xrprk has therefore chiefly been devoted to gleanings from 
Dialect Glossaries, County Histories, Journals of Archaeo- 
logical Societies, and Other books which only include folk- 
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Edf® incidental Lit, Dr. T. EL. Lone*, working nr t|i< British 
Museum, has again "iveji valuable ]i«lp by prcliimnaiy 
csn mi nst ion at these for the gu id in re of readers. Con- 
siderable progress has been made towards covering the 
groiihrj. The Pudlicatiows or the CiiF.rimi Soctt'JX 
of which. Misa Faraday some years >!ilcc marie 4 preliminary 
examination, are in the competent hands of Miss Dona 
I orr. k was found necessary to employ paid labour oil 
tJie VarIA aeries of M Peter T.o mba-rd 1 1 (She late Canon 
HcnhamJ, which could only be consulted in t he hies ol rtn? 
Church Times and which, as had been fore-nun. has yielded 
a rich harvest. Among the principal local serials yet 
remaining to be.- read l l.r Tr/nr.^ethns p the W-elttofi c CUth 

and Ftttlaml Nihti mtd Qat-rin may tie mentioned, The 
Committee v, ill he glad to heat froih any readers who will 
Undertake them. 

The Committee will also be gralchiJ to any country 
membere who wil, forward extracts from small l'arochial 
Histories ot" places ifl their own neighbourhood. These 
usually give better results thin xiie la:: „y Cnnmy Histories ; 
they are difficult to meet with in LortdOu. and to L"c ■.■■ of 
them heve yet been dealt with that the senders need not 
four their labour will be thrown uw.ny. 

Notwithstanding Ihe nsOrUon* of Miss Hull, .tlish 
Moutray IvKic, and Sir Bertram Windle, Ireland still 
remains tL e weak spot hi ti'e Collections, Doubt ess fiuhlic 
events have added to the di Scullies thready experienced 
there, 

An Hitifi'esliri'r branch of the enquiry relates to old 
drawings and engravings [Uustrathig |> jt h i j^i v mi^tmns. 
This has not been overlooked, and the Committee have 
under consideration the collection of information as to such 
contemporary representations. They already possess note- 
of some examples, and they hope to llnd m Licit information 
in the collections made by the distinguished antiquary 
Francis Douce, now Ltl the Bodleian library. These 
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collections have lately been catalogued, and the Committee 
believe that the reproduction of some of these illustrations 
would great ] y enhance [he*, value of :he new edition of 
Brand's Popular A ntipiinej.. 

The grant of £ld made to the Committee by the Society 
last year lias been expended in ordinary d urinal R^i.-it- 
ante, in research work at Hie Museum, and in typing tin* 
Classified Ca<n3ct°U& for printing. This last is sadly ex peu- 
iivo in proportion to tlLe mears at command, but necessary 
if the printers' type is to be properly set up so as to display 
the classification dearly. Voluntary help id type-writing 
will he gladly accepted. The Comtn ittee beg to fipuly 
for ad equal CL", if possible, a Larger sum in iril", 

Finally, they beg respectfully to observe chat Et is only 
by 1 ii* iv hole- hearted cn operation of members that the 
undertaking can bi earned out in a manner worthy of tho 
subject and of our country, 

(Signed) H. b. Wheatley, 
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The PfiVCHDLOGV OJ c UI..TL - 1.: l-.-C-Tj TTACT. 

Sia TV LOR and Sm L^L’ltENCr, GO-KLUK, two 

original members of tins. Society, h&ve lately passed swjl y„ 
IJotii rr-rt master minds; and ]t would iJL become me to 
venture to Institute any cvinpnr^;m between them trt 
l'^sputt of their intellectual calibre or the value £ii" their 
work. If the one wits peril aps more wid< 3y known to the 
world,. It [a writings having been translated into many 
tongues, tire other v. as at any rule ir.Qry in innately known 
to U- seeing that lie had the best of titles to rank ns yur 
founder or cn- founder, 1 

Nevertheless, it will be legitimate, a - id also not wftLaoit 
profit fit the present rime, to compare thorn in respect of 
their theoretic i n 1 crests su:d methods of research, I would 
try to prove that wisdom 13 justified of all hn childien, 
thong 1 1 intermits be diverse and methods many. We [mist 
avoid narrowness of view. Titer* is r.VCt, for i ’Stance, a 
tendency at work amtmg us L.o magnify wme partial aspect 
of a subject at the expense 3f tile rest- Or, Sgain, it is a 
common and natural fallacy to suppose that we an? initiat- 
ing fundamental rdimigirs in the- way of aefr- itico procedure 
when, we are but fol Lowing up the clues provided by the 

1 Gemne hinueLF ipealii at lIV. J. nitmH ns "fourt^a " id- Jj, 

and Sir E, Itralliwflt "CpCHt- tin-, wUlls Cmiwme ■ oa-/hnr,d f r " 

XFoik-i^rrti hLiL j±, ijJ p b.u Yi.-iti*. Iijm^il seems La dhf'aiir. list- honour 
(/i iSl-T.nfi JfK<>7!f r L xiiil. Thoms ■■■■*5, liouever, firtl 1 “ iSmcIlt, " Gomme 
ritoreeditiE him in Lht office- 




H 



Pi vsidential A dd\ 'mss. 



labour of a formei' generation. Thu* 5l may be usefti ! t as it 
is undoubtedly pirn™. to loot backwards as well as forwards 
— not to forgftj lest wc lose time in having to relearn. 

in the first plocu, then, Tylor stood for antllro[jotogj‘ 
and Gommo for folklore, With smaller men this might 
have been a cauac of dissociation and close purposes. 
Instead, both realized clearly Froih the Outsit that they 
were exploring the snme field from opposite ends. Tylor 
led (lie way by introducing the term "'survivals" 4 He 
applied it to * that grent class of facts' 3 constituted by 
"processes, customs, opinions, and so forth, which 3mVe 
been carried on ay force df habit into « new State of society 
different from thut itl which they had their original name." 
Here they "remain as proofs and examples of -11 older 
condition of culture out of which - newer has been evolved." 
" The serious n uni n css of ancient society may be seen to 
fvnb into tlie sport of later generatitn s, and ; rs serious belief 
to linger on iti LiELLsery folk-lore." Let us, too, r.oEe In 
passing that Tylor was no adherent of that false psychology 
which treats a survival ns mute inert matter, a waste pro- 
duct passively i opening the exercise of organic function. 
Oil Hit; contrary, he wa& iislly aware that 'sometimes old 
thoughts and piacticci wij| burs: nut afresh, to tlie aniazp- 
mem of a world that thouglit them long since dead or 
dying"; in brief, that the sorvival may be quickened into 
ft revival, the savage Impulses having meanwhile but 3am 
iomiaot In the heart of the civilised man, 5a much tliefl 
for Tylor's recognition of the study of survivals as a branch 
of what be calls the science of culture, 

*5er Prmiiiix Cufiare (lit edit. lSts|, (pp. cd, rj nt 4 1 li #r:i q r. | fat hi* 
« ISL.n - In ihks efLct. .w ftl*o for ih m jfci. tiltlS ; and site 

SMernUy chips. iLi and ir. lit had ilmicly ’.tie notion or sur 

vlvita u- n.iifi-risi ,ri, i:',q rmcuon VrSich bdixi|g to psuDiri folk- 

lurg " In i leciii-'a gk«ti ji( Lite Ruail EasUtuLinn, April jj, iKCy, "Q|| (hr 
SuTViv*! af Si'-fluc Tlwu^hl in iMudm; CLvi[iai-.iDa ” p Piw, Av>, licit, v. 
^■32- J5, tip. JJQ ieillnjlutfl Jllsc id. JSq, cn rtrirahj. 
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Mow fflUi3tirC| £3 th id Society lias consistently omeeivtjd 
[t, co-rrtsjjcmri- exactly to that branch of the science of 
culture which Tylor has here hi view. It is true that, 
when William Thoms gOve Llie word to the world in lS-vC : 
tn: was content to assign to Ir.Es '' go-ad Saxon compound' 
t Lis broad and comfortable meaning of " the lore of t|ie 
People.' 1 a But alreEL-d}- in the same year that saw the first 
gvrlfcraS meeting of tills Society .Andrew Larg had roundly 
defined folklore as "the study nT survivals.' 1 J And not 
only Jit this respect does lie eon form to the TyJorian 
terminology, but likewise in describing the content of folk- 
lore as the “culture " that the people has created out of i"s 
own resources; 1 If botli lie and the Council in its Tirst 
Report prefer to decorate tlie word culture with inverted 
commas,, it w r as oiarely because lc thU-iv rtncr it was felt, as 
indeed there has been reason te feel more recently, that 
culture and barbarism do not naturally go together in 
out common Speech or practice. For Lhr rest, Ihi-i first 
Report, drafted as v.’e way plausibly conjecture by tin- hand 
of the secretary jh in 1 cliief organiser Go nunc, icvoicaces ill 
the clearest language how it must always be tins sun of our 
Society to combine folklore With the study of savagery in 
the interest: of a single Comprehensive science of culture. 
The stntemcnt of policy is so broad-minded that I make rl* 
apology foi nailing h hi a .slightly abridged form. !< Folk- 
lore may be said to include all the 'culture" of the people,, 
which has not been worked into the official religion and 
history,, but which is and has atWJyS Wi of self-growth. 
It represents itsciF in civilised histeny by strange and 
uncouth custom &, ... In savage lif= all tlie.se things are 
extant, not as survivals but as actual portions of the 
prevalent Slate of society. The h'olk-lnre survivals of 
civil i nation and the Fnlk-lore status of savage tribes both, 

J Sce his jtllesf. At Armen w , August a2, 1IS4L1, ic^itiLhi'J Iti Llw ffy-fi dtiirpd! 
XepiTt 31^1. s-j layptrslsd 10 Rsik-fftx AVW, iL^. 

1 frePst* 10 fbi.±- i-vr* Jj/aJ ti. vii. v Petit- Lwa A'iri'iJ, i, 
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iheLDtcijie, belong to the primitive h i.?t ory r>i mankind and 
in collecting and printing these relic? of Ore epoch, From two 
inch widely different sources, the Folk- Lore Society tv-ill 
produce that necessary comparison and illust ration which 
is of .10 Hue]] service to the aiathropoli>ght. J ' * 

Assuming, then, tun wc surely may on the strength of 
such evidence, that Tyiortfoe aulhropoliKpSt and Gomille the 
folk ions: were in ssienti-.c outlook wholly nt cn.-, jet us, 
ini the next piacc, enquire whether ora the question yf 
method tllcir K^reoiSacnt was any luss complete, Naw h it 
goes without saying that, if the material be different, the 
mode of treatment will differ accordingly. Desling ns they 
hid with separate parts of the same subject each would 
naturally pursue his own Line of specialised research. Hut 
siscli diversity ;is was merely incidental to a division of 
lobnur need not concern us here, The only point. *1 issue 
is whether their me? taxis were in any scr.se antagonistic. 
We' must ask Iiqw far, if at all, they championed rival 
principle of explanation. Were both fur giving the s.unc 
general orientation tu die Study 0 - r Culture? Or docs die 
subsequent development prove that the* one rather than the 
other divined : t i teal path of advance? 

T’j-'lOr is usually represented ns tiler chief exponent of 
a method known as the psychological or itvahltEonary. 
Gornmc, an the other hand, relies mainly or. the method 
which isi Y&rieu&ly distinguished as ibe sociological, e-thu il- 
logical, or historical. These have hitherto been, mid still 
arc, the only methods that can claim first-rate importance 
in regard ro the science of Culture The question, for m: is 
whether their claims are in any way incompatible. Fur it 
may well be thpt, in Ihu hands of the masters of the science, 
t-tCSs methods prove in effect comoleiJlSIl tary lo each other 
affording access tp the same truth by different avenues of 
uppranch. 

'.'ylork method , or course, is evolutionary in the sense 

‘ Firif Annual jf.™ I \ l fljcjj-, q. 
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th-y. t ,ie concerns himself From rinit to last with the develop 
rciciiL of culture. hut, on ihi-s very ground., it equally 
deserves the name of u !lih lo :caL method ; li:*i subject being 
"he iu&cory of culture neither more mu 1 less, ]t fthould, 
theretore, 5c clearly undeistoc-d at the start Hint Ft curtail- 
ment, not to say a downfall it distort toil! of our terms i* 
ttecefiSftfy if we are to " evolutionary" aiut "histories] " 
to describe methods that arc narrower in scope tlmn Tho 
method of the -seseneo ns a whole. In this restricted sense 
of the words, an evolutionary explanation rs one tusL 
regards a custom as of independent origin, that is to ^ay, 
as the direct outcome of the conditions operating within a 
given area o culture; whereas a historical cxplanaiioF is 
one that treats ft as c 2 lo result at some connexion in the 
way of inheritance or >f in lenoLuiTN* between the aren under 
investigation and the oetsidc world. 

Does Tyler, then, ignore Or to Ussp-lr-igc this so- 

called historical melliod 1 Py cm means, On the contrary, 
he CNpumith its nature find pnssibiHlies at great length, 
showing by many vrdbchOPtn illustrations how historical 
cmniexioilA are to he traced in detail, as notably by the 
study of the geographical distribution orfiiAtOiiis. 1 Indeed, 
[ am not acquainted with tiny more recent writer who has 
succeeded in stating the caie for a critical me of thU 
method with so much force ami lucidity, Nay, so tar is 
Tylur from showing undue partiality for :he theory nl 
spontaneous origination, that he actually ttuusts on it the 
burden of PrO&f OS against the mere general presumption of 
transmission. "Any Olte," he says, " who claim* ;i [Jisrt:- 
cular place as the source of even the smallest art, from trie 
mere fact of finding iT rlicrc, must fed that he may be using 
Ilia own Ignorance as evidence, as though it were know- 
ledge. It i-i certainly playing against thv haul: far u 
Student to set up a claim 10 isolation for any art or Custom, 
not knowing what evidence there may be against him, uiirieti 

"So! AVJUJvArs info f** of AW.«<r •(■Pr- ■ i .- ilil- 
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in the ground hhJdlen among remote Srjhe.s, or contained 
even ha ordinary books, to say nothing of ri:e thousands of 
volumes of forgollen histories and trave]s. ,Jfl For the rest, 
he suggests iii prophetic ve-rs that t; it is possible that t3ae 
ethnographer may some doy fed himseEf justified ill giving 
to this kind of argument a far wider range |: " — namely, the 
a i^ume nt relating to l lie- propagation oi" customs, liven at 
the simc when he wrote his first ethnological treatise, 
historical connexions loomed Invitingly on all sides. " On 
the whole," he a urns up, " it. does nor seem to be an unrea- 
sonabEe, or even over-sanguine view, ffi.it the iyi.ifh of 
analogies in nrt and knowledge, mythology arid custom, 
confused and indistinct ns they at present are. may already 
be taken to indicate that 3 be civilisations of many races, 
whose history .wen the evidence of language has noL Suc- 
ceeded in bringing into Coauntion, liavp really grown up 
under one another's jiifluesieca, or derived common nsatvrinl 
from a common source." 1D 

Yet Tyler’s asm? will always be Hs^orin ted with tlie 
evolutionary me died. seeiug that his most famous gon era! i £ 1 - 
tions have been readied by ibs aid. Let us see how tfiis 
can ie about. Now, his Interest throughout lay, not in the 
cultural history of particular societies, in nets less in the 
history o I individual cutfu re- makers, bnt hi the history of 
I mm an culture in general. NnmbetJess uniformities are 
displayed by primitive cuttyre as a whole, and, somewhat 
Less obviously, by various wholesale levels or stages that 
cats He distinguished within it. Some of these unifor- 
mities might be due to accident, and a great many ore 
u n d i>li b-tcd iy the r en-u.lt of the borrowing of customs, lint 
there remain other similarities which, in Tylor's. view, are to 
be accounted for by direct reference to that similarity of 
mind which up to a ceTiaiii point all human beings alike 
display. Thus, in so fir as a given feature of Culture can 

1 jPr'nirr.irj t'tiioiht forty ffbtvTy sf Afauifitd 3 , [■j-g. 
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be explained H the cKniiRR.oLi cf su-mC universal tendency 
on t Lie pmt fiT our iii'iltls, spontaneous origination, an 
evolutionary development in the narrower sense, may be 
said to occur. Moreover, as compared With the other 
method, ol tracing Jiiatoric h. 1 connexions,! this iJ direct 
method," 11 as he LOrros it, promises ctsiicker rc turns ; 
since thereby ''the use nf deUiitfJ history is very much 
sUfjeTiSodeiJ. ■ 3 J Thu reason is that '"the facts have HOC, SO 
to Tipaak, travelled Far From their causes. 1 T he mental Jaw 

involved tart be interred from Ulc given group of facts 
without further ado. At the nunc time. Tyidr is perfectly 
ready to admit that sudi a method is practicable " only in 
particular parti of human culture.'" Vit '’ they me Oruor.g 
ins- diiqicat and most inviting parts ot the snbjCG-' i and so 
lie attacks them mainly, without having rnucr regard ter 
their "absolute importance^' Indeed, *3 wc have already 
sumii. Jig looked funvai'd to an indefinitely ividci* and mom 
fruitful use of tlie theory of transmission in the future. 
But he does nut be'icvci that she time luis conic for writing 
;i 4 y 31 .etnal.ic treatise mi ibe history of culture , and at all 
events is conUui oil Jiis nwfl aceounL to present a mere 
offering of first-fruits, or, as Bacoa would say, a vittih'-nijaiii-' 
frirstt}. 

A cammOil misconception of the principle involved in 
th* evolutionary meliiod may be n^ti;ed. According t-a 
this version, ot rather perversion, of its meaning, it would 
run as follows : while the evolution oi culLUre ■ taken 
place independently in 0. number of different areas. the 
i process ass whole has repeated itself more or less exactly, 
50 that iv e either may treat anyone development as typical 
of all, or, if J10 one complete history be available, may patch 
together a representative account out of f ragmen ti taken 
indifferently from any of the particular areas concerned. 
If there be my Student of ruitVr? who has consciously oi 

1 1 Eariy 4. 
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tncoCMCfously don<? Immage ro so absurd a principle, it is 
certainly not Tylor. He was neither no ignorant nur '■rs 
wrong-headed as to suppose that history repeats itself by 
means of a parallelism -of concrete cultures, each the pro- 
duct of a pure Eelf-£rtwtll, Such a. doctrine, indeed, is 
quEie i]iutiinkab)e r A strictly indigenous culture is as 
unknown to aaence as a strictly autochthonous race. 
Tyler's evolwllonary hypothesis, however, it simply this; 
that certain pervasive elements of culture arc susceptible of 
separate treatment an:l explanation* inasmuch ns (hey can 
he extracted by analysis from ihe infinitely various concrete 
.vettings in which they occur. One may .speak of them an, 
customs, Tylor orte^i does; but really they are features of 
custcm rather than samples of it — threads running through 
the tissue, riot actual meces- or t..e stnti. 1 he pervasive 
elements :n question are tJlC effects effour common mentality, 
Thu^Ty lot's evolutionary method :s jikcii iie& psychological 
one. Such c fleets do not display similarity only wlieci the 
Cultural cuilditiona are Otherwise gimilaiv Oo tile eomran , 
the special fund ion of (lie comparative method is to testily 
to a unity in difference, as in this case constituted by Uie 
human mitld ; which, amid an endless diversity -nr outer 
circumstance, remains ever true 1 0 Tta destiny in virtue of 
an innate self-activity, unconditional, spontaneous, perennial 
is life itself. 

I have already alluded to Tyloida doctrine that a survival 
may at times pass into a revival. Here we have ready to 
hand an admirable test of the vaEue of his psychological 
method, Underlying primitive magic, he discerns a natur&l 
tendency Do mistake casual associations aT]C J coincidences 
for real con uex ions. We can learn to overcome this 
tendency by means of a training in the logic of science; 
hut It ia e! ways there, a permanent idofan of die mind, 
Hence, given conditions unfavourable to the predominance 
tjf the scLcatifie teiUprr, the lurking auperstitiem i I ] 
out; so that tli e magic- haunted phantnay of aboriginal 




